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SUBJECT: RELATIONS WITH NORTH KOREA: STATEMENT BY 
JAPANESE DIETMAN UTSUNOMIYA 

REF: SEOUL 5447 

1. FOLLOWING GUIDANCE WAS PROVIDED DEPT SPOKESMAN AUG 21 
ON UTSONOMIYA INTERVIEW. QUOTE QUESTION: CAN YOU COMMENT 
ON THE REPORTS THAT NORTH KOREA HAS PROPOSED SECRET TALKS 
THROUGH AN INTERMEDIARY? 

ANSWER: I UNDERSTAND AFP IS CARRYING A STORY TO THAT 
EFFECT SOURCED TO A MEMBER OF THE JAPANESE DIET. THERE IS 
NO SUBSTANCE TO ANY REPORTS REGARDING US PLANNING TO HOLD 
SECRET TALKS WITH THE NORTH KOREANS. BEYOND THAT I WOULD 
REPEAT WHAT WE STATED EARLIER WHEN THE NORTH KOREAN 
PEOPLES ASSEMBLY PROPOSED BILATERAL TALKS IN A LETTER TO 
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THE US CONGRESS. THAT IS, THE ISSUES OF THE KOREAN PROBLEM 
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MUST BE SETTLED BY THE KOREAN PARTIES THEMSELVES. 

QUESTION: HAVE ANY SUCH PROPOSALS BEEN MADE? 

ANSWER: I KNOW OF NONE. END QUOTE. 

AUG 21 NOON BRIEFING WAS CANCELLED. SUBJECT NOT RAISED AT 
AUG 22 BRIEFING. 

2. ON SUBJECT OF TIMING WE DO NOT BELIEVE THERE IS ANY 
SIGNIFICANCE IN CASE OF UTSUNOMIYA WHO PROBABLY ONLY 
REPEATED WHAT HE WAS TOLD IN PYONGYANG. KIM IL-SONG, ON 
THE OTHER HAND, IS PROBABLY CONSCIOUSLY SEEKING TO IMPROVE 
HIS POSITION BEFORE UNGA. PLANTING STORIES SUCH AS ONE 
GIVEN UTSUNOMIYA SERVES DOUBLE FUNCTION OF CREATING 
IMPRESSION OF NORTH KOREAN INITIATIVE AND ALSO OF RAISING 
DOUBTS IN SEOUL, WHICH APPEARS ALREADY CONCERNED OVER 
CONGRESSIONAL CRITICISM OF ROKG AND POSSIBLE ALTERATION OF 
TRADITIONAL US POSITION. KISSINGER 
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